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Who are we?




[ Flemish Union of the Students } ,VVS,




Who are we?

e The umbrella organisation of the Flemish
student councils and official representative of

students in Flanders & Brussels

e Triple role by decree Min. of Education:

o Representing over 275 000 students in

Flanders and Brussels

Vloomse Vereniging

o Supporting local student councils
van Studenten PP g

o Coaching our network of volunteers
e Objective:
o Defending student interests

o Democratic and high quality higher education




“In order to overcome a challenge, you
first need to be able to talk about it.”



https://moodspace.be/en/krachtverhalen/jef

PRINCIPLE AND GUIDELINES 5: vvs
GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING \— g/
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“Public authorities should have policies that enable higher education
institutions to ensure effective counselling and guidance for potential and
enrolled students in order to widen their access to, participation in and

completion of higher education studies. These services should be coherent

across the entire education system[...]”

“Special focus should be placed on prevention of psychological challenges

caused by the organisation of study and students’ living conditions. “
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Pursuing our objectives

4 o Defending ALL student interests externally: advocating for students to get the h
support they need whilst pursuing their degree through:

- policy papers regarding the prevention and adjustment of policies which are

harmful to minoritized groups of students

- representation in councils

o Internal attention to the diverse body of students: self-advocacy and a safe space for
students
- Internal code of conduct
- position paper explicitly promoting diversity and creating a safe space
- accommodating students with psychological challenges, certain backgrounds and
disabilities of all kinds

o Workshops for participation coaches
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The members of

Vlaamse Vereniging van Studenten
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Partners (International)

EUROPEAN
STUDENTS'
UNION

NARCS (non alianed random countries)
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Union of Students in Ireland

Aontas na Mac Léinn in Eirinn
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national union of students
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Relevant topics concerning the

social dimension

( Education

o Inclusion of students with disabilities (educational and social support)

p Social affairs and diversity

o Student safety (harassment, discrimination, drugs, partner-violence)
o Housing (affordable, enough, non-discriminatory)

o Student poverty

o Mental health (Survey Student Mental Health 2020, project Spontaan Karavaan|
o Internal COC

P Internationalisation

o Inclusion of international students

\ © Refugee policy y




e Note concerning Student Health 2020

e Position paper on Student safety 2022

O Flemish Human Rights Institute talks

e Housing position paper 2022

o Policy recommendations on the housing issue
o Conversations with politicians

o VVSincluded in platform concerning student housing by minister of Housing

e Rewrite of the collective decree Higher Education 2022

o Amendments to the decree

e Project Spontaan Karavaan 2022

o Engaging with students on sexually transgressive behaviour, LGBTQIA+ and disadvantage

issues
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