
9 February 2023

Data collection on Social 
Dimension in HE

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATION

Gohar Hovhannisyan 

Project and Policy Officer

@euatweets

@go_go_gohar



Outline • What is EUA

• Collecting data on SD

➢ INVITED project findings

2

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATION

Data collection on Social Dimension in HE
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EUA has 856 members

based in 49 countries
(as of 1 May 2022)
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INVITED project reports analysis of strategies/ 
measures from 159 HEIs in 36 countries. 

• About 30 Q on equity, diversity and inclusion. 
See questionnaire. 

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATION

EUA‘s Trends 2018 reports on the developments in 
the European Higher Education Area.

• One Q on SD: At your institution, does 
inclusiveness and social engagement have any 
impact on learning and teaching?

https://eua.eu/resources/projects/737-invited.html
https://eua.eu/images/site1/team/INVITED_survey.pdf
https://eua.eu/resources/publications/757:trends-2018-learning-and-teaching-in-the-european-higher-education-area.html
https://eua.eu/resources/publications/757:trends-2018-learning-and-teaching-in-the-european-higher-education-area.html


The sample

• 159 higher education
institutions

• 36 European higher 
education systems

• Sample with self-selection
bias 
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Institutional 
strategies & 
approaches

Q 10a Are diversity, equity and 
inclusion topics that are 
addressed in your institution's 
strategy or policies?; 

Q10b Where are equity, 
diversity and inclusion 
addressed exactly? 

Q11 Who is in charge of 
implementing your institution's 
activities in relation to diversity, 
equity and inclusion? 
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• 85% of HEIs have a 

strategy in place at 

central level, 13% under 

development

• 49% at faculty 

• 41% at departmental 

levels

• 53% of HEIs have a 

specific office in charge 

of implementation

• 60% have administrative 

staff member(s) at 

central level

Data collection on Social Dimension in HE
EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATION



Drivers: why 
HEIs engage in 
the topic

Q 14. Why is the topic of 
equity, diversity and inclusion 
of importance to your 
institution?
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Success 
factors

Q27 What are the top three 
success factors of your 
activities towards diversity, 
equity and inclusion?
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Data collection 
at institutional 
level

Q20a What data do you collect 
about your students and staff 
that is of relevance to diversity, 
equity and inclusion? Please tick 
all applicable below.
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The use of the 
data

Q21 How do you use these data 
in the framework of your 
diversity, equity and inclusion 
activities? Please tick all 
applicable for each group.
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Key points • Changing discourse: diversity, equity & inclusion as mission values 
& part of social responsibility, drivers for excellence

• Strategies: in place in most cases, also in the absence of legal or 
performance based requirements 

• Role of leadership: driving strategy development at central level; 
leadership commitment key for successful implementation

• Stakeholder involvement: successful measures are multi-
stakeholder oriented, involve the entire community, incl. the target 
groups.

• Persistent challenges: lack of resources, awareness & 
knowledge; collection & use of data, identification & outreach to 
target groups... 

• Need for support: additional resources, staff training for all, 
targeted financial student support …

• Holistic approach: need to connect different areas & levels within 
HEIs and outside with other actors and educational levels
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Thank you for your attention

Gohar Hovhannisyan

Project and Policy Officer | Higher Education Policy 

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATION (EUA)
Avenue de l’Yser, 24 | 1040 Brussels | Belgium
Phone: +32 2 230 55 44 
www.eua.eu | @euatweets
Linkedin | @go_go_gohar | EUA profile 

https://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=euatweets
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanUniversityAssociation
https://www.youtube.com/c/EuropeanUniversityAssociationEUA
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=euatweets
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanUniversityAssociation
https://www.youtube.com/c/EuropeanUniversityAssociationEUA
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