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2Recognition of Prior Learning  Gateway to flexibility



3Access without formal qualifications



4Policy dialogue



5Main barriers for recognition of prior learning
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 All students have the right to a fair, costless, easy, non-bureaucratic and timely assessment and

recognition process of the qualifications (formal, non-formal and informal) earned in another country.

 All students have the right to a flexible and customisable study program.

 All students have the right to fair recognition of comparable qualifications as well as to free and fair

recognition of informal and prior learning.

 All students have the right to have their prior learning, including formal, non-formal and informal

competencies recognised through Diploma Supplement free of charge by their Higher Education

Institution and under national legislation.

ESU Student Rights‘ Charter
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Harmonising/regulating flexible 
learnings pathways & RPL to

enhance accessibility
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 Limitations for part-time studies

 Limitations due to penalties

 Exceptions very narrow

Study options
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 Curriculum design

 Curriculum development

 Penalties

Setting standards!

 Course flexibility

 Assignment flexibility (recognition of prior/informal learning)

 Programme duration flexibility (delayed transition)

 Permeability (linked also with internships, traineeship etc.)

 Flexibility in modes of learning (hybrid, online)

 Flexibility in achieving learning outcomes (elective course program)

 Non-traditional learning (MOOCs, Microcredentials etc.)

 International dimension (Bi/Joint/Multiple degrees)

Inclusive curriculum
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● Peer support for HEIs to enhance transparency, accessibility & time-efficiency of recognition

procedures & plausibility checks

● Harmonisation in the assessment of foreign diplomas/learning building more trust in automatic

recognition

● Community engagement between stakeholders simplifying processes such as visa and work

permits, financial insecurity, inadequate language support

● Strengthening European Qualification Passport for Refugees cross-country recognition

● Timely procedures since students are dependent on admission deadlines

Migrants & Refugees
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● Student poverty

● Appropriate housing

● Caring responsibilities

● Mental well-being

● Etc.

Further aspects
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● RPL procedures dependend on HEIs  harmonisation and standardisation (e.g. inclusion in NQF)

● Social Dialogue & student-centred policy approach  policy discussions being structured, ensuring to extend

from European to the national level

● Linking quality assurance processes to RPL

● Creating a social policy driven environment that supports flexible learning pathways & inclusive curriculum

design

● Raising awareness & knowledge about procedures and rights

● Access to free Diploma Supplement

Key necessities



www.esu-online.org
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